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With Enthusiasm Burning 

With Enthusiasm Burning is “the story of 
welding in Australia.. which indeed is very 

much the story of CIGWELD”.

This book covers the beginning of the 
welding industry in Australia, the people 
behind the industry, the challenges and 

acheivements that welders went through in 
the beginning of welding. 

Important Dates in CIGWELD History

Download the complete CIGWELD 
history from 1922-2012

1922- John B Arnold founded

1923- EMF Electric founded

JB Arnold was established on 1st June, 1922. Specialized in manufacturing of gas 

welding and spray painting equipment. 

EMF Electric was founded in May 1923, manufacturing spot welders and 

“firesticks”.



1922- John B Arnold founded

1923- EMF Electric founded

JB Arnold was established on 1st June, 1922. Specialized in manufacturing of gas 
welding and spray painting equipment. 

EMF Electric was founded in May 1923, manufacturing spot welders and 
“firesticks”.

Annual Company 
Picnic 1922

Company Photos, 1923



1935- John B Arnold became apart of Commonwealth Industrial Gases (CIG)

Factory Pictures of JB Arnold, 1936

Annual Christmas Newsletter “Flashes”, 1936



1937- CIG purchased EMF Electric

1946- CIG Equipment Pty Ltd formed

Factory Pictures of CIG, 1937

CIG Factory, 1947

Data sheet on product, 1937

Data sheet on product, 1947



1961- CIG moved to from Carlton to Preston (now Chifley Drive)

CIG Open House, 1964 CIG new premises in Preston, 1961

Board Meeting in Preston, 1965

CIG Manual

CIGWELD Supervisor Training, 1968 Ray Singl, August 1964



Apprentices, 1981

Work Skills, 1982

Electrode coating, 1982 Product Demonstration, 1980



The Age “WorkShops on Wheels” Advertisement, 1982





1985- CIG Equipment division formed CIGWELD 

Product Training, 1987

CIGWELD factory, 1985

Marketing Campaign, 1987



The CIGWELD brand was formed from the CIG Equipment Division with 700 
employees in Australia and 120 in the Philippines. 

CIGWELD Employees, 1987



1989- CIGWELD sold to Investment Group & management team

Management signing of CIGWELD, 1989





1996- CIGWELD acquired by Thermadyne

2012- CIGWELD parent company changed to Victor Technologies

Thermadyne is one of the world’s leading suppliers in cutting and welding 
products. Thermadyne was originally founded in 1987, and brought with it an 
impressive portfolio of other welding and cutting brands. Stoody hard facing 
consumables, Thermal Dynamics plasma cutting equipment,
Tweco MIG and ARC accessories, Arcair gouging products, And Victor – which was 
the company’s strongest and most established brand of nearly 100 years, renowned 
globally for gas equipment.

In May 2012 the company have taken a new direction by changing their name to 
Victor Technologies (from Thermadyne), in celebration of the proud heritage within 
one of their strongest global brands (Victor). By leveraging the Victor name globally 
and embodying the pioneering spirit of the company, Victor Technologies reinforces 
to the industry their focus on meeting the needs of the end user customer by pro-
viding advanced cutting, welding and gas control solutions through each of their 
brands.

While the parent company has changed from ‘Thermadyne’ to 
‘Victor Technologies’, CIGWELD Pty Ltd will still operate in Australia as the trading 
entity and will continue to market and promote CIGWELD, Stoody, Tweco and 
Thermal Dynamics branded products throughout the Asia Pacific markets.



CIGWELD’s head office is still located in Gower Street, Preston. 

CIGWELD is now responsible for the organization, sales and staff of CIGWELD Asia 
Pacific. 

South Pacific: Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Near Pacific Islands
South Asia: India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Philippines, Vietnam, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka
North Asia: China, Hong Kong, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan

“The professionals choice”

“Every job needs Skill”

“We weld anything but a broken heart” 

“Any which way you weld”

“When welding is your business”

“The only choice for the serious welder”

“CIGWELD on the move”

“It’s just another way we tick off our competitors”

“A family of welding market leaders”

CIGWELD Brand Slogans over the years


